The Family Reunion

Ivy

I do not trust Charles with his confident vulgarity,
acquired from worldly associates.

Geeald

Ivy is only concerned for herself, and her credit among
her shabby genteel acquaintance.

Violet

Gerald is certain to make some blunder, he is useless out
of the army.

Chaeles

Violet is afraid that her status as Amy's sister will be
diminished.

Choeus

We all of us make the pretension
To be the uncommon exception

To the universal bondage.*                                               580

We like to appear in the newspapers
So long as we are in 'the right column.
We know about the railway accident
We know about the sudden thrombosis
And the slowly hardening artery.
We like to be thought well of by others
So that we may think well of ourselves.
And any explanation will satisfy:
We only ask to be reassured

About the noises in the cellar                                             590

And the window that should not have been open.
Why do we all behave as if the door might suddenly
open, the curtains be drawn,
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